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On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples 
were together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jews, Je-
sus 
came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” 
After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The 
disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord. Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father 
has sent me, I am sending you.” And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 
If you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.”  John 
20:19-23 
 
When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you truly love me 
more than these?” “Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Feed my lambs.” Again 
Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you truly love me?” He answered, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love 
you.” Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.” The third time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you 
love me?” Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, “Do you love me?” He said, “Lord, 
you know all things; you know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Feed my sheep. I tell you the truth, when 
you were younger you dressed yourself and went where you wanted; but when you are old you will 
stretch out your hands, and someone else will dress you and lead you where you do not want to go.” 
Jesus said this to indicate the kind of death by which Peter would glorify God. Then he said to him, 
“Follow me!” John 21: 15-19 
 
In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach until the day he 
was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. 
After his suffering, he showed himself to these men and gave many convincing proofs that he was 
alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God. On one 
occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but 
wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. For John baptized with 
water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” So when they met together, they 
asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?”  
He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority. 
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusa-
lem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” After he said this, he was taken up 
before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight. They were looking intently up into the sky 
as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them. “Men of Galilee,” they 
said, “why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into 
heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.” Acts 1:1-11 
 
One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: “Aren’t you the Christ? Save yourself and 
us!” But the other criminal rebuked him. “Don’t you fear God,” he said, “since you are under the same 
sentence? We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve. But this man has done 
nothing wrong.” Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom. ’” Jesus an-
swered him, “I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise.” Luke 23:39-43 


